TELEGRAPH TRAVEL Saturday, June 4, 2005

I
travel.telegraph.couk

GOLFSPECIAL

Charles Starmer-Smith discovers what makes a golf club swing at a course that
opened in the Caribbean only a few months ago, while Nick Trend visits the recently
created Terre Blanche in Provence, which seems as old as the hills in which it lies
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course rises dramatically from sea level to the rim of an extinct volcano

A whole new
ball game

‘ ave you thought of a
name for the course
yet?” asked Wayne
Greer, a professional at
Canouan’s Trump
International Golf Club, as I
trudged off the 18th hole after
my errant approach shot had
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horseshoe shape around the =
opening holes. Rich green |
fairways and hibiscus-lined
borders contrast vividly with the
turquoise waters, and whenever
your ball strays off the straight |-
and narrow, turtles and lizards,
scurry under rocks and foliages!.

sent a group of green-keey
diving for cover. This exotic
course in the corner of the
Caribbean is so new - it opened
last November - that it has yet to
be named.

“How about Canouan
Seemaball?” I replied.
Thankfully he laughed at my
attempt at humour, but
confirmed that the temporary
name of “Paradise Found” will
suffice for now.

And it does. Put simply, this
18-hole course situated in a tiny
island just south of Mustique is
the most stunning course I have
ever played. Designed by Jim
Fazio, one of America’s famed
golf architect brothers, it flows
so naturally along the contours
of the island’s landscape that
even those who feel golf courses
are a blight on the landscape
mjgiﬂ change their mind here.

The opening holes unfold in a
natural amphitheatre - several
banks of the resort’s villas are
built into the hillside to form a

(C: is the Carib Indian 52
name for “island of turtles”). -
The course rises dramatically/
- from sea level to the 840ft rim
of an extinct volcano — within 11
the space of a few holes, while
rocky, tree-lined cliffs give wayi!
to sandy beaches on all sides. '/
Donald Trump, who throu,
Raffles Resorts has attached his?
name to the course (and the 1
property developments around,:
it), claimsﬁlh;tﬁ\fter E'fcars of ‘a2
trying to find the perfect 1
Cr:r?ifbean location he has 16
finally fulfilled his vision here.
However, one member of staff 1o
admitted that the billionaire 1|
businessman has only been to 11
the island once. il
Rocky walls flanking the oy
fairways, clever dog-legs and
tricky tee-offs can make life
difficult over the opening holesi
But it is not until the sixth that o!
the coastline comes into play. il
The I}s:infvay dfee]s a; lhol::lfh]jt's“
on a knife edge and tightly hugs;
(5l







